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The currency too was composite. Thalers and piastres
were the old style. Under Colson the silver piastres were
replaced gradually by a nickel centesimal system, bearing
the fine profile of Haile Selassie. The Bank of Ethiopia
issued Haile Selassie notes from two dollars upward. All
these systems lived comfortably together ; but the silver
Maria Theresa thaler, the old Abyssinia, was the rock bottom
of the currency.
A little off the centre of Addis lay the market; in the
rains a vast mud-bath covered by rusty corrugated iron
sheets, under each of which four -sticks lifted to disclose a
stall. Under the iron sheeting was the real Addis Ababa,
selling mules and tins, coffee and cotton stuffs and cathartics,
and all the leather oddments that the Ethiopians hang
arourid them. An indescribable mess of cartridge belts,
sword sheaths, slippers and amulets. At separate stalls the
Gurages, an enfranchised tribe of South-western Ethiopia
who never wash their clothes, practised their monopoly of
the meat trade and of porterage. (The Gurages are miserly.
They say that washing not only costs money, but that it
wears the clothes out before their time.)
Real Addis Ababa was a disorganised town proletariat,
acknowledging no chiefs, but obedient to the orders of the
municipality : created by the railway and the influx of
cheap iron and cotton goods, and by the draw which
Addis exercised on the imagination of the young Ethiopian
countryman who wanted to move. It was always full of
great men, the cc tillik sauoch " that the Ethiopian system
throws up with every generation. Addis was crowded not
so much with their retainers as with the young Ethiopians
who wanted a job with them, were they Amhara or Galla,
poor peasants but freemen, serfs or runaway slaves.
The streets were full of loungers. A youth would hang
round the rich man's gate for weeks, waiting to be noticed
and addressed. He would make friends with the servants :
do work for them if they were lazy (and to devolve in
Ethiopia is always a function of the Ethiopian's desire for
repose) : invisibly he would become a member of the
master's household and reflect new glory upon him as he
travelled with his retinue in the street.

